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The Queen’s
service is a
role model

ON MAUNDY Thursday, I shall
be in my most esoteric role –
as Lord High Almoner to Her
Majesty the Queen. I shall be
accompanying the Queen as
she presents Maundy money to
people who have given exemplary
Christian service. This year the
Royal Maundy Service will be at
St George’s Chapel, Windsor and
recipients will be drawn from
across the country, including four
from the Diocese of Worcester.

The tradition of presenting
alms on Maundy Thursday goes
back to at least the 4th century
and in this country, the first
record of the monarch doing it
is in 1213. The word “Maundy”
comes from the Latin word
meaning “Commandment”.

It was on this Thursday, the day
before he died, that Jesus gave
his disciples what he described
as a new commandment: “that
you should love one another as I
have loved you”.

For many years in this country,
the custom has been to present
the Maundy money to the same
number of men and women as
the monarch’s age. The Queen
will be 90 on April 21, so there
will be 90 men and 90 women
recipients gathered at Windsor.

Jesus said to his disciples
that he came “not to be served
but to serve”. Loving service,
for Christians, is the ultimate
purpose in life – service of
our neighbours and service of
God, “whom to serve is perfect
freedom”, as St Augustine put it.

It’s sometimes said that the
church is a hospital for sinners
rather than a school for saints!
We know our need of forgiveness
and we believe that God, in
Christ, offers it. That’s what
Easter is all about: the forgiving
love of God, which is stronger
than death.

As we struggle to fulfil our
vocation, it is inspiring to have
the example of Her Majesty the
Queen who symbolises faithful
service to God and others.

Long may she reign.

Bishop John
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at work on the skiff they’ll take to sea

will be given to Zaznak’s Rowing
Club, which Richard believes is
England’s most inland coastal
rowing club. The club can us it
and do trials on the lake at Top
Barn Farm and also practise on
the River Severn before taking it
to sea.

Britain has 19,000 miles of
coastline and there are a lot
of coastal rowing clubs the
members of Zaznak can join up
with. “Our group is really about
adventure, recreation and also
competition.

“We have the lake here for
testing to make sure it does
not sink or it will be Zaznak’s
submarines, jokes Richard.

“The community rowing club
is going to be an important next
step. The first priority is going
to be to offer the chance to use it
to the people who have worked
on it. If we have got demand for
them we will keep building them
and we hope that will bring more
funding.

Richard’s sons have taken part
in the build and enjoyed it, he

added. “The project has been 10
times as beautiful as it was in
its initial conception and it has
benefitted all these people.”

When Zandenise is finished
a second St Ayles Skiff will be
built at Zaznak Coastal Rowing
with the rest of the Big Lottery
funds.ENTERPRISE: Richard Wood

STEADY: Helping to turn the boat at Top Barn Farm, near Worcester


